Dover Beach

Matthew Arnold


The sea is calm to-night.
The tide is full, the moon lies fair
Upon the straits; on the French coast the light
Gleams and is gone; the cliffs of England stand;
Glimmering and vast, out in the tranquil bay.
Come to the window, sweet is the night-air!


Only, from the long line of spray
Where the sea meets the moon-blanched land,
Listen! you hear the grating roar
Of pebbles which the waves draw back, and fling,
At their return, up the high strand,
Begin, and cease, and then again begin,
With tremulous cadence slow, and bring
The eternal note of sadness in.





Sophocles long ago
Heard it on the Agaean, and it brought
Into his mind the turbid ebb and flow
Of human misery; we
Find also in the sound a thought,
Hearing it by this distant northern sea.

The Sea of Faith
Was once, too, at the full, and round earth's shore
Lay like the folds of a bright girdle furled.
But now I only hear
Its melancholy, long, withdrawing roar,   
Retreating, to the breath
Of the night-wind, down the vast edges drear
And naked shingles of the world.


Ah, love, let us be true 6
To one another! for the world, which seems 10
To lie before us like a land of dreams, 10
So various, so beautiful, so new, 10
Hath really neither joy, nor love, nor light, 10
Nor certitude, nor peace, nor help for pain; 10
And we are here as on a darkling plain 10
Swept with confused alarms of struggle and flight, 11
Where ignorant armies clash by night. 9


In this last stanza one can find seven lines of iambic pentameter (l.31-37), with the rhyme scheme of abbacddcc. 








Collocation onomatopoeia assonance





Anaphora: So various, so beautiful, so new (repetition of so) 





The last section emulates the octave of a sonnet, but closes with a single, climactic line instead of a sestet — as though the final five lines had been eroded.





In the first stanza the rhythm of the poem imitates the "movement of the tide"





A flash of light which serves to accentuate the darkness that  now prevails.





If none of these do truly exist, this raises the question of what remains at all.





Rhythmic movement.





Exclamation marks are used to convey certain emotions.





This poem can be seen as "a series of incomplete sonnets"


The first stanza has 6 lines, the second 8, the third 6 and the fourth 8,the fifth 9.





Allusion to classical literature





confused; muddled; disturbed.





To “one another” indicates more than two people are involved. If the speaker is limiting being true only to himself and a beloved, he is seeking isolation from the world and just how would that improve anything?





Matthew Arnold uses the means of 'pathetic fallacy', when he attributes or rather projects the human feeling of sadness onto an inanimate object like the sea.





He creates a feeling of 'pathos'.





The repetition of "is" in lines 1-4 is used to illustrate the nightly seaside scenery: (and lend the opening a sense of immediacy and proximity)





Leads up to an eventual climax





In a metaphorical sense of the word, not only the light is gone, but also certainty.





Anaphora: nor love, nor light, / Nor certitude, nor peace, nor help for pain 





Personification





Paradox and Hyperbole





Alliteration





The speaker’s mind turns to universal sadness





Onomatopoeia





Onomatopoeia





At the moment.





People’s beliefs are as transient as the tide.





Faith is receding 





Transient/ fleeting





Use of the adverb suggests a change in direction.





The first stanza conveys the sense that the calm is illusory.





Truth and knowledge





Enjambement to imitate the continual movement of the waves





Aural scene is much less appealing





Cacophony of sound





Assonance: conveys the land drenched with the light of the moon.





A different kind of light. Not one that represents the presence of fate.





An act of rejection.





Geographically different but universally the same.





Sadness at the rejection of faith and the resulting chaos in society.





Alliteration conveys sense of conflict





Greek dramatist





Kismet





Caesura





Enchanted


Didactic 








The pattern of what is happening now is the pattern of life and human history.





These feelings have always been there but have been evoked by the sea.





Enjambement replication of the idea of  tide.





People’s faith used to be strong.





No answer for this terrible loss.





Simile and Biblical allusion





Forceful almost despairing plea to the person he is addressing. 





Continuing the idea of illusionary calm








