“LIES OF SILENCE”

S5 CRITICAL ESSAY.

Looking at Chapters 1 – 7 of Lies of Silence, show how Brian Moore develops Michael Dillon’s character, and what you think this says about life in Northern Ireland at the time the novel was written.

Remember:

· All the things on your mind-map

· Write in proper sentences

· Use critical terminology

· Use topic sentences

Paragraph Plan:

1. In the novel, Lies of Silence, Brian Moore develops Michael Dillon’s character in such a way as to prompt the reader to think about the difficulties of life in Northern Ireland in general at the time the book was written. This can be seen by studying Dillon’s character at key points in the novel…………..

2&3.
Show some of the ways in which the character is developed, and give explanations for these.
· Statement, Evidence, Explanation for each instance
· For example, how he regards Andrea, and how he                        regards Moira. What does he say about or to them?
· What do Moira and Andrea think of him? Where can you find the evidence for this?

· Another example could be how he regards the IRA, or the representative of Dr. Pottinger. What does he say about or to them?

· How do other people see him? (His colleagues, for example) Where can you find the evidence for this?

4&5.
Show how the character is developed at key points,     which indicate parallels with the situation of life in the Province at the time.

· Statement, Evidence, Explanation again.

· Show how the difficulties in Michael’s life might parallel the difficulties of life in N. I. 

· Think about the things we have mentioned: bigotry; religious and political divisions; not knowing whose side people are on; trust, and not knowing who can be trusted………

· You could use as an example the point where he is driving the bomb to the hotel. Show how his thoughts are confused on the journey: he does not know whom he can trust, and life at that point seems random and chaotic. Remember how he decided to risk Moira’s life for the good of the guests in the hotel. The parallel would be with the fact that, for ordinary people at the time, life was often chaotic and fraught with danger.
· Another example might be the first meeting with the IRA in his house. His confusion and relative unwillingness to comply parallel how ordinary people could so easily be caught up in events outwith their control: his “recognition” of Kev could show how easily he believes ordinary citizens could turn against each other.
· The meeting with Dr. Pottinger’s rep. could be used to emphasise this……the man is, on the outside, very ordinary, yet has been turned against others by bigotry and prejudice. He tries (unsuccessfully) to turn Michael against the IRA, but Michael will not take sides. This could parallel the facts of life in the Province, showing how people did not always show their true colours at first
6.
Conclusion: Say something along the lines of that the parallels drawn by Brian Moore between the development of Dillon’s character, and the complications of life in NI at the time of writing are a deliberate attempt by the author to get the reader to engage with and think deeply about the questions and problems raised by the novel.
