Stealing

Carol Ann Duffy


1. a) Why do you think the thief stole the snowman?

Try and use ideas in the poem to prove your answer.

Cruelty, boredom, enjoyment (seeing others suffer).   CONNECTION TO CHILDHOOD
2. Write down an example of a simile from stanza one.

“A mind as cold as the slice of ice within my own brain” SUGGESTS no conscience no feelings – cold-hearted.
3 – it’s the kind of snowman he’s always dreamed of having…  MAKING UP FOR SOMETHING MISSING IN HIS PAST?

4.  In stanza two we find out why the thief takes the snowman. 

What does this information suggest about his character?  Knows that the children will be upset – this idea gives him pleasure.  REVENGE?
5. “Life’s tough”. What might this expression suggest about the thief’s background?

Lack of social contact / PARENTAL CONTACT…
6. “Break into houses just to have a look.” What does he want to look at when he breaks in?

LOOKING AT THE SORT OF LIFE THAT HE HAS MISSED OUT ON – STEALING MAKES HIS LIFE MORE LIKE THEIRS AND MAKING THEM SUFFER – HAVE A MISERABLE LIFE LIKE HIS.
7. What is suggested about the narrator by the use of the word “ghost”?

He’s invisible – can’t be detected – FULL OF HIMSELF.  
8. Why does the thief deliberately leave a mess?

DELIBERATELY MAKES A MESS – TO MAKE THE VICTIMS FEEL BAD.
9. Why does the thief sigh when he catches sight of himself in the mirror?

Aah…

FEELS SORRY FOR HIMSELF – WHEN HE SEES WHAT HE HAS BECOME.

SEES A PICTURE OF HIMSELF IN A NICE HOUSE WITH NICE THINGS AROUND HIM – SORRY THAT HE CAN’T HAVE THIS.

JOKING WITH HIMSELF  - MOCK SYMPATHY FOR THE VICTIMS.  BUT AT LEAST THEY STILL HAVE FAMILY ETC.  They can replace what he has stolen – he can never get back what he has lost – which is his CHILDHOOD.
10. Why do you think the snowman does not look the same when he reassembles it? What has changed?

IT IS NOT HIS – THERE IS NO ACHIEVEMENT OR FUN GOING INTO MAKING IT.   (BACKGROUND DIFFERENT – NOT A HAPPY HOUSE IN THE BACKGROUND.  DARK DULL BACKGROUND COMPARED TO THE BRILLIANT SETTING BEFORE. )
NO ONE TO SHARE IT WITH – IT CAN’T REPLACE HIS CHILDHOOD AND LACK OF EXPERIENCES.  TROPHY…

11. Why does the thief destroy the snowman?

NOT THE SAME… CAN’T SHARE IT…DESTROY THE EVIDENCE.  CAN’T RECREATE THE FEELINGS HE HOPED HE WOULD HAVE WHEN HE FIRST SAW IT….   BRINGS BACK BAD MEMORIES WHEN HE REALISES HE CAN’T RECREATE THE SNOWMAN. 
12. How do you think he feels about the children who built it? Give reasons for your answer.

JEALOUS.  CAN NEVER BUILD THINGS WITH FAMILY LIKE THEY CAN – SEES THAT THEY HAVE A PERFECT LIFE THAT HE CAN NEVER HAVE (BACK).

SICK – ALL HE IS LEFT WITH IS HIS LONELINESS AND A PILE OF SNOW THAT HE CAN DO NOTHING WITH… BUT TO LET IT GO…

