GENERAL INFORMATION

MAINCHARACTERS

· Michael Dillon, he’s the manager of a hotel in Northern Ireland. The IRA wants to bomb the hotel and therefor they use his car. This action makes Michael have to choose between people’s life. It also frightens him when the IRA threatens him with dead. 

· Moira Dillon, she’s Michael’s wife. She’s always concerned with how she looks and what people think of her. She’s got bulimia. After the event with the IRA she wants to stand up to the IRA by telling her story to the newspapers and on television. 

· Andrea Baxter, she’s Michael’s new girlfriend. She’s the opposite of Moira, she doesn’t care about her looks and wants a new safe life for Michael en her in London. 

SETTING

The story is mainly set in Belfast and the last chapters in London. 

SUBJECT/THEME

The story is about choosing. Michael’s being put in a situation in which he has to make really hard choises. 

SUMMARY

Michael is the manager of a hotel called The Clarence Hotel. He’s married with Moira but has found a new girlfriend, Andrea. They want to go live in London together. On the night Michael planned to tell Moira he wants to get divorced the IRA breaks into their house. They want Michael to go to his work as usual in his car, where they’ve put a bomb in and park it right under the room where in Alun Pottinger is going to give a speech in. If he wouldn’t do as he was told the IRA would kill his wife.
On his way to the hotel he doesn’t know what he should do, let all those innocent people in the hotel be killed or put Moira’s life at risk by calling the police. He chooses the last and the hotel is evacuated at time and Moira’s okay too.
Because he hadn’t acted as he was told by the IRA, he’s in danger. He also has seen one of the faces of the men who were guarding them. The police tells them to leave the country, but Moira doesn’t want to leave. She wants to stand up to the IRA by telling her story to the newspapers and on television.
Michael goes to London with Andrea, where he starts with his new job. In London the police calls him to tell they have arrested one of the men and they ask him to identify him. Andrea doesn’t want him to identify the man because she’s afraid the IRA will kill Michael. Then he gets a visit from Father Connolly, the oncle of the guy Michael has to identify. He works for the IRA. Michael tells him he will help the police to get Connolly’s nephew in jail. After a lot of doubts Michael decides not to identify the man, but it’s too late and Father Connolly has told the IRA where they can find Michael. They still think he wants to help the police and they kill him.
(337 words) 

PERSONAL COMMENT

MOST IMPORTANT CHARACTER

The most important character is Michael Dillon. He’s the one who has to park the car with the bomb near the hotel and makes the decision to call the police. But he also has to face the consequences of this decision. 

MOST IMPORTANT EVENT

The most important event is the IRA breaking into Michael and Moira’s house. This event changes their whole life, the plans they made and their relation with each other. Michael wanted to break up with Moira but now he feels responsible for her, because she’s just like him in danger. 

IDENTIFICATION

I could identify myself the best with Andrea. She’s scared of what will happen to Michael and wants to get away with him, go to London where she thinks they’ll be save. She wants to avoid dangerous situations, just like me. 

APPRECIATION

I really liked the book. It was not boring at all. The situation the book deals with is really understandable and it makes you concern about Michael’s life. You hope he will be safe and start a new life but after all the book hasn’t got a happy end.




