Figures of Speech  

Arnold uses a variety of figures of speech, including the following examples. (For definitions of the different figures of speech, see the glossary of literary terms:  

Alliteration Examples 1: to-night , tide; full, fair (Lines 1-2); gleams, gone; coast, cliff; long line; which the waves; folds, furled  
Assonance: tide, lies;    
Paradox and Hyperbole: grating roar of pebbles  
Metaphor: which the waves draw back, and fling (comparison of the waves to an intelligent entity that rejects that which it has captured)  
Metaphor: turbid ebb and flow of human misery (comparison of human misery to the ebb and flow of the sea)  
Metaphor: The Sea of Faith (comparison of faith to water making up an ocean)  
Simile: The Sea of Faith  . . . lay like the folds of a bright girdle furled (use of like to compare the sea to a girdle)  
Metaphor: breath of the night-wind (comparison of the wind to a living thing)  
Simile: the world, which seems / To lie before us like a land of dreams (use of like to compare the world to a land of dreams)  
Anaphora: So various, so beautiful, so new (repetition of so)  
Anaphora: nor love, nor light, / Nor certitude, nor peace, nor help for pain (repetition of nor)  

