Stealing
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1. a) Why do you think the thief describes the snowman as an unusual thing to steal?
b) Why does he steal it?

2. Write down an example of a simile from stanza one and explain why it is effective.

3. The thief describes the snowman as looking “magnificent”. How is this effect created?

4. In stanza two we find out why the thief takes the snowman. What does this information suggest about his character?

5. “Life’s tough”. What might this expression suggest about the thief’s background?

6. “Break into houses just to have a look.” What does he want to look at when he breaks in?
7. What is suggested by the use of the word “ghost”?

8. Why does the thief deliberately leave a mess?

9. Why does the thief sigh when he catches sight of himself in the mirror?

10. Why do you think the snowman does not look the same when he reassembles it? What has changed?

11. Why does the thief destroy the snowman?

12. How do you think he feels about the children who built it? Give reasons for your answer.

13. Give examples of the other things he steals and explain why he might have chosen these items.

14. Why does he end by saying “You don’t understand a word I’m saying, do you?

15. a) Why does he steal?

b) How does he feel after stealing?

